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PAT. 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: MSF-8-PCT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: Pressly et al 
S/N: 09/913,698 
Filed: 1 1/27/2001 

Title: "Interchangeable Needle Safety 

Syringe" 




Examiner: Matthew DeSanto, 
Art Unit: 3763 
Conf. No.: 2662 



COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 

Mall Stop AF JUL 3 1 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 

P O Box 1 450 TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In the Advisory Action of July 23, 2003, the Examiner stated that Redfern et al 
provides a movable base 58 and 20 attached to the plunger along with support 
members 28. Applicant respectfully submits that with respect to amended claim 1 , the 
movable base (58, 20) of Redfern et al does not meet the limitation of "a movable base 
adapted to releasably constrain the needle". Rather, the needle restraint is performed 
by a non-moveable stmcture 28 which is distinct from the base. 

With respect to claim 9, Applicant notes that Redfern et al does not provide a 
moveable base containing a hub of said first needle as is called for in the claim. 
Similarly, the remaining independent claims have claim language directed to a 
moveable base in which the base constrains or holds the needle base in position. 
Applicant respectfully submits that these are distinguishing features over the Redfern et 
al reference. 

The Applicant would also direct the Examiner's attention to the prior amendment 
remarks on page 7 where the amended claim language is stated to address the 
concerns of the Pressly '952 reference. Further, Applicant draws the Examiner's 
attention to the remarks at the top of page 8 regarding the Terminal Disclaimer. Given 
the amendments to the claims. Applicant would defer entry of a Terminal Disclaimer 



09/913,698 




since the claims, as amended, are believed to be patentabiy distinct and therefore 
would require a withdrawal of the double patenting rejection. 

The Examiner Is encourage to contact the undersigned regarding any issues 
raised in this communication or the previous amendment for which entry is now 
requested. 

Please charge any additional fees required by this Amendment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-2802. 
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